ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  0160 


5  4436 


6c  929.2  F81 1ft 
Foster,  R.T. 
[Foster  f ami  1 y 


While  we  cannot,  in  this  brief  treatise,  attempt  to  trace  the  lineage 
of  each  individual  branch  of  the  FOSTER  family,  a  few  historical  and  genealo¬ 
gical  facts  will  be  of  interest  to  all. 


The  first  of  the  FOSTER  line  to  emblazon  his  shield  with  these  her¬ 
aldic  devices  -  and  thus  establish  the  family  escutcheon  and  name  -  was  GILBERT 
de  BUCTON,  also  called  Forester,  or  Forster,  who  was  Chief  forest  and  game 
keeper  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  England,  during  the  reigns  of  King  John  and  King 
Henry  III,  (1199-1272).  He  was  doubtless  descended  from  one  of  the  Norman 
soldiers  who  accompanied  William  the  Conquerer  in  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  1066, 
which  begins  the  Medieval  period  in  English  history. 


FOSTER  is  one  of 
names,  derived  from  "forested 
preserve.  Early  records 
ling  as  Foster,  Fostere, 
devices  in  the  Coat-of -A rins  - 
surrounded  by  three  hunting 
both  occupation  and  name.  An 
hound  -  the  motto  "Perseverance', 
times,  evidently  to  commemorate 


the  group  of  "occupational" 
a  keeper  of  a  forest  or  game 

show  such  variations  in  spel- 
Forster,  Forester,  etc.  The 
a  green  chevron  on  a  silver  field, 
horns  with  red  strings  -  typify 
early  crest  was  a  coursing  grey- 
This  was  changed  during  medieval 
a  tournament  in  which  some  promln- 
combatant,  to  the  crest  and  motto 


ent  member  of  the  family  was  a 
we  give  -  an  arm  in  armor,  embowed  ,  holding  a  broken  tilting  spear  and  "Si 
Fractus  Fortis"  (If  broken,  still  strong)  which  appears  in  the  Armorial  Bearings 
of  early  FOSTERS  to  settle  in  America  and  are  the  correct  bearings  of  their  descen 
dants. 


Among  the  grandsons  of  Gilbert  was  John,  recorded  as  a  stout  soldier 
with  the  Black  Prince  at  the  Battle  of  Poictiers  in  1357.  A  later  descendant  was 
Thomas  Forster,  Esquire,  of  Etherstone  Castle,  Northumberland,  who  was  one 
of  the  Men -at -Arms  with  Percy,  known  as  "Hotspur",  at  the  Battle  of  Agincourt 
in  1415.  Thomas  had  twenty  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 


The  family  conducted  itself  with  great  credit  and  honor,  as  we  find  one 
of  these  sons,  Thomas,  to  have  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hilton, 
Knight  of  Hilton  Castle,  Durham.  Of  their  eight  children,  one  was  knighted  by 
King  Henry  VI,  becoming  Sir  Thomas,  Knight  of  Etherstone  Castle,  He  served 
as  Sheriff  of  Northumberland,  on  thd  Scottish  border,  and  was  known  as  "Chief 
of  one  of  the  most  numerous  of  the  Border  Clans",  renown  for  their  exploits  with 
the  Scots.  His  will  was  dated  March  3,  1526.  He  was  buried  at  Bamborough 
Castle  and  left  eight  children. 

EDWARD  FOSTER  was  the  first  of  whom  we  find  a  record  to  settle  in 
America.  He  came  from  England  early  enough  to  be  taxed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Colonial  Court  in  January  ,  1633  and  had  evidently  lived  here  for  some  time.  This 
was  more  than  306  years  ago  -  less  than  13  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims 
in  the  Mayflower.  George  F-  (1633);  Hopestill  F-  (1634);  Christopher  F-  (1635); 
and  many  others  appear  in  early  New  England  Records.  The  Virginia  Land  Office 
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records  the  arrival  of  Nicholas  F-,  Zachariah  F - ,  Mark  F-,  and  Armstrong  F-, 
in  1635,  and  a  total  of  forty  FOSTERS  to  have  arrived  in  Virginia  between  1623 
and  1660,  * 

REGINALD  FOSTER,  one  of  the  grandsons  of  Sir  Thomas,  Knight  of 
Etherstone  Castle,  came  in  1738  with  his  wife,  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  set¬ 
tling  in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts.  WILLIAM  FOSTER  was  known  to  have  lived  in 
Charlestown  in  1650  and  there  is  a  record  of  one  of  his  name  to  have  received  a 
grant  of  land  in  1635;  and  the  common  use  of  this  Coat-of-Arms ,  Crest  and  Motto 
on  their  coaches ,  carriages,  silver-plate,  seals,  documents  and  tomb-stones  by 
these  and  others  of  these  early  Americans,  seems  to  clearly  indicate  their  anceS' 
try  to  be  directly  traceable  to  one  or  another  of  the  numerous  descendants  of 
the  many  generations  of  FOSTERS'who  followed  GILBERT  de  BUCTON,  founder 
of  this  line. 

Much  of  the  historical  and  genealogical  information,  which  we  have 
greatly  condensed  in  this  short  sketch,  Jias  been  obtained  from  "A  Pedigree  of 
The  Forsters  and  Fosters  of  The  North  of  England'1,  by  Joseph  Foster  (printed 
for  private  circulation,  London,  1871),  also  "American  Heraldica,  A  Compila¬ 
tion  of  The  Coats  -of-Arms ,  Crests  and  Mottoes  of  Prominent  American  Families 
Settled  in  This  Country  Before  1800",  by  E.  deV  -,  Vermont,  New  York,  1886. 

The  foregoing  is  interesting,  if  true,  and  I  presume  should  be  of  some 
consequence  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  taken  from  the  basic  history  of  the  FOSTER 
family.  I  hope  you  will  find  the  information  in  the  family  tree  of  interest;  and  if, 
from  time  to  time,  you  will  keep  me  advised  relative  to  changes  or  additions,  I 
shall  try  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 
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John  Morrell  &  Co. 
Ottumwa,  Iowa 
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FOSTER  FAMILY 


FIFTH  GENERATION 


THIRD  GENERATION  ' 


THWAS  0. 
b  1U25-1047 

d  7->-19l5 

■  10-3-1*72 

ELIZA  HATiUM 
THOtPSON 

b  1045 
d  0-2-1079 


< 


POUSTH  GENERATION 

r 

F1U.IAN  H.  T. 
b  7-20-1 5? J 
m  6-22- I90p 

JEANETTER  SCOTT 
f  ATT  I  SON 

d  1-2J-1919 


4-7-21 

ISABELLE  CRANFORD 

d  10-20-40 

tLlZAEETH 
He  a  ROT 

7-7-49 


AXNABFTH 
b  12-4-10 

•  S-J-40 

G.  E.  CARLSON 

d»»  7-1-55 

THOAS 

b  7-1-13 

■  6-27- » 

JULIANA  EVEREST 

d  5-20-37 

JOHN  P. 

b  3-15-16 

•  2-21-41 
MARGARET  J. 

y^  PETERSON 


r 

lathee  na 

b  12-14-1599  « 

■  4-22-1944 

RALPH  B.  VERNON 

d  11-29-47 
•  11-26-49 

P.  L  HeCARTHY 


inn  omeatiw 

|  ELIZABETH  ANN 
b  3-26^2 

Ml  121  AN  FOSTER 

1  b  >3-46 


JEAN  USUI 
b  6-3-47 
Vs- 


I  THOMAS  M. 

b  6-27-42 

|  SUZANKl  MARGARET 

b  6-21-45 


CHARLES  THCKAJ, 
b  11-20-45 

CHRIS  TOWER 


Jt- 


T.  NEWT 
b  I-31- 1675 

«  7-23-lt»fl 
MART  PRANCES 
BULGER 
d  9-25-56 

d  411-14-1951 


255, 

OtAS.  THCHAS 

TAYLOR 


THCMAS  P. 
b  9-5-26 
■  6-13-49 

DORM  JEAN 
Vs-  CLEMENS 


GERTRUDE 
b  1-25-01 
■  6-22-23 

HAROLD  P. 


Moan 


5-19-50 
\  CLARE  GRJOOrr 

b  10-17-51 

ftHOAAS  P.,  JR. 

b  1-27-51 

TIMOTHY  DIRK 
b  6-12-52 

LINDA 

b  2-15-55 


>30-24 
>10-51 
BUFORD  J. 


12-20-26 

9-4-50 

MART  SUSAN 


CHARLES  MATH! 

y  b  2-29-52 


|  STRI 

L“ 


STEPHEN  MORRELL 

|  b  11-24-53 


CONST ANJ 

b  1902 
d  1902 


ROBERT  THCMFSON 
b  9-26-06 

■  3-9-32 

MARINI  Ftp PLR 


< 


MART 

b  6-30-1*76 
•1 

JOIN  C.  HORMEL 

d  7-4-19.7 


r 

ROBERT  T.  JR. 
b  2->3J 
■  1-7-56  THCNAS  JOHN 

SHI ELA  MARY  CAlsj  b  1-15-57 

JODI  MORRELL 
b  9-27-35 

SUSAN 

b  9-29-40 

STEPHEN  PEPPER 

b  *-4-42 


10-31-07 

5-25-36 

ROBERT  Ml  TWILL 
ADKINS 


JULIANA 
V^_b  2-JJ-V 


I  JEAN  MURRAY 

b  *-29-3* 

LEAUTH  AW  MURRAY 

b  *-4-41 


DAVID  GORDON  MURRAY 

V  b  2-12-44 

ANDRBM  FQ5TPR  V" 

b  10-15-09 

■  6-12-33  V  KATHERINE  ELIZABETH  (ADOPTED) 

P  RAHILS  ADELAIDE  b  2-26-47 


ANNIZ 

b  >1-1*75 
■  10-11-1905 
DAVID  ANDASM 
MURRAY 
d  3-1950 


< 


Vs» 


V1LLLAN  GORDON 
b  4-6-12 
d  4-7-12 

DAVID  THCXFSON 

b  6-4-13 
•  >22-41 
MARGARET  M. 


CAROL  JAKE  (ADOPTED) 
^ _ b  6-10-50 


DAVID  LLOYD 
b  10-25-43 


AW  LLOYD 
b  >30-49 

JAMES  U-CTYD 
b  10-24-52 


V. 


(x 

»  1A 


RAYMOND  OORNOLD 
b  5-12-16 

•  5-16-3* 

LORRAINE  ELIZABETH 

LARSON 

d  2-26-55 

•  11-30-56 
ASS  LA  TAXI  T  A 


JOEL  ELIZABETH 

b  >23-41 


V  ILL  LAM  M.  T. 

b  2-2-19 
■  7-25-56 
LAURA  KALM 

r 

HOW  POSTER 

b  >1>19 

•  6-30-41 

AWB  ALBPOCA 

bancor 


JAXFTH  ARDA 

b  9-21-42 


AXDAIA  MARGARET 
b  4-25-49 


r 


ELLEN 

b  6-4-1*% 

■  4-27-1916 

HAROLD  1  NGLASdX 


APRIL  EDITH 
y^b  4-21-51 

r 

HAROLD  IMGFJLSOLL 
b  >24-42 

MUW  FOSTER,  JR. 

b  10-5-43 


< 


.1 


MILL  LAM  BREWSTER 

b  ll-A-46 


b  7-30-52 


ALAN  BABCQX 
b  1_2>54 

V 

r 


SHCOND  GEN FJtAT I  ON 


HECKMAN 

BINDERY  INC. 

hk  JAN  90 


N.  MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA  46962 


